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Introduction

Under a clear blue sky, about fifty people gathered at the site of a memorial plaque on the south
lawn of Wood Hall on the Western Michigan University campus on July 14, 2011 to remember a
young woman, Y ukiko Murakami, whose tragic end in life began a chain of events that changed
the lives of countless individuals. This booklet, revised from an earlier edition and republished
for the 50th anniversary, attempts to tell a story of a vibrant young woman and the subsequent
events since her death that have impacted individual lives, brought people together, helped build
a sister relationship between two communities, and connected two universities in partnership for
fifty years.

The booklet begins with a 2011 letter from Michiko Yamamoto, younger sister of Yukiko
Murakami, looking back on the fifty years since her sister's passing. The history written by Dr.
Michitoshi Soga explaining the partnership between Keio and Western Michigan University and
the origin of the plaque gives an invaluable overview of the course of events following her
death. The 2004 letter from Michiko Yamamoto, referenced in Dr. Soga’s essay, is also
included. The interview with Dr. Palmatier and the essay by Reverend Mochizuki fill in many
details of the Keio summer program at WMU in the summer of 1963, as well as the community
response to the accident. Dr. Covell’s essay on the WMU Soga Japan Center illustrates the
university’s commitment to building and maintaining a relationship with Japan, a commitment
that has lasted for fifty years.

The following pages include recollections of one student who studied with Ms. Murakami, as
well as several personal essays from previous Murakami scholarship recipients describing the
impact having received the scholarship has had on their lives. Many of these scholarship
recipients will meet with the Yamamoto family in early August 2011 for a corresponding
memorial gathering. Careers have developed and lifelong friendships have formed as a result of
these individuals receiving the Murakami scholarship, and these experiences ripple to touch and
impact the lives of so many more than only the scholarship recipients.

Following the essays from former students are names of students from Keio and WMU who have
studied abroad at the partner institution, as well as select reference materials, such as a poem
written for a collection of essays commemorating Yukiko Murakami and various newspaper
articles related to the university partnership and scholarships.

During the reception that followed the memorial ceremony at WMU, Sue Troff, host sister of
Yukiko Murakami, said that the Boughton family often thanked Rev. Mochizuki for pairing
Yukiko with them as he matched students with host families. She also said that throughout life
we meet people who come and go without any significant influence on us, but there are some
who stay with us forever. Yukiko Murakami’s influence carries on today in the experiences of
the students who have benefitted from the scholarship and the infinite relationships that have
developed in the past fifty years.

July 2011

Donald G. McCloud, Ph.D.

Dean, Haenicke Institute for Global Education
Western Michigan University
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“Approaching the 50th Anniversary”

Time flies. This August 17 marks the 50* anniversary of the passing of my older sister,
Yukiko Murakami. No one from my family was able to travel to the US. then. We relied
completely on Ms. Kaneko’s father, Yukiko’s fellow study abroad students, Ms. Yonezu in
Ohio, and the people of Kalamazoo. At the same time, my sister’s many friends came by the
house every day to help and talk with us. Thanks to them the light in our home did not go
out and we were able to carry on. At the time I was a sophomore in high school. It was only
much later that I came to realize how much everyone cared for and supported me and my
family. I very much wanted to thank everyone.

The study abroad exchange program that came about because of the caring thoughts of the
people of Western Michigan University and Kalamazoo for my sister continues to this day.
It is now the oldest study abroad exchange program at Keio University. There are many

who participated in the program years ago and today are active on the front lines of society
and yet their passion for WMU is as bright as ever. They formed the Kalamazoo-kai and
continue to foster this passion. The postcards that my sister sent from America every two to
three days paint a picture of just how warmly she was welcomed and cared for where she was
staying and how thankful and blessed she felt. Those feelings of my sister’s became the seed
and the feelings of the people of Kalamazoo who took her into their heart became the soil.
And, thanks to the well-meaning intentions of all of you, that seed has grown into a splendid
tree. Although it is the 50™ anniversary of her passing, I think it is more appropriate to call
it the 50" birthday of a new beginning.

As we approach the 50* anniversary, I would like to thank all of you who have supported us
from the bottom of my heart.

June 2011
Michiko Yamamoto
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Origin of the Yukiko Murakami Memorial Plaque

The relationship between WMU and Keio University began in 1960. In that year, Dr. Sam-
uel Clark, Professor of Political Science, visited Japan as a Fulbright Scholar and lectured

at Keio University and Rikkyo University for one year. When he returned to America after
his Fulbright, Dr. Takamura, President of Keio University, asked him to receive students of
Keio University in an exchange with Japan. Dr. Clark brought this proposal back to Western
and discussed it with the administration. WMU gave its approval and arranged a summer
program for Keio students. Dr. Samuel Clark, Dr. Robert Palmatier, and Rev. Minoru Mo-
chizuki were responsible for this program.

In June of 1962, Keio University sent 66 students, including ten women and three faculty
members, to the U.S. to participate in a six-week summer session. At that time, the economic
situation of Japan was very severe, the balance of payments was in the red, and the exchange
rate was 360 yen per dollar. Therefore, students were limited taking no more than $50 out
of Japan. Considering these circumstances, their parents saw the students and professors off
at Mita Campus, and they left for Haneda Airport by bus. They arrived at WMU on June
23. They stayed in a dormitory, and spent an active, meaningful time. They attended classes
to study English, American culture, politics, and economics. They visited American families
for short stays, and participated in sports activities. They finished their six-week program
successfully. Then they received permission for free activity. They could travel anywhere by
themselves.

Yukiko Murakami, the most active student of all the students, participated with Americans
in friendly exchanges during her stay in Kalamazoo. After the program, she visited Washing-
ton D.C. and Philadelphia with her friends. On August 17th, 1962, they rode a Greyhound
bus to return to Kalamazoo. She was recording the scenery outside with a movie camera
during the bus trip. One passenger, who was sitting in the front of the bus, was kind enough
to let her change her seats so she could have a better view. Unfortunately, the bus crashed
into a truck on the Ohio Turnpike. The truck was loaded with iron bars and one of those
bars struck her in the chest because she was in the front seat. Though some passengers were
injured in the accident, Yukiko Murakami was the only person who died. As soon as WMU
received this news, Dr. Robert Palmatier, and Rev. Minoru Mochizuki went to Shaker
Heights, Ohio, at her parents' request to receive Yukiko's remains.

The sad news of the accident spread quickly, not only among students at WMU, but also Ka-
lamazoo citizens. In particular, the family she had stayed with was heartbroken. This family
proposed a campaign to raise funds commemorating her death. The "Yukiko Murakami Me-
morial Fund" was established with the efforts of many people such as her friends, local resi-
dents, and persons at WMU. Using this money, WMU established the "Yukiko Scholarship.”
One student from Keio University could enter WMU for every fall and winter semester. All
tuition, room, and board were remitted. The first student attended WMU from Septem-

ber 1963 to April 1964. Though this scholarship lasted for 10 years, the University had no
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choice but to stop it in 1974 because the money ran out. When Dr. James Miller, President
of WMU, learned that fact, he immediately decided to continue this scholarship as a WMU
program, and informed Keio University. Upon receipt of the notice, Keio University de-
cided to establish a scholarship for one student from WMU on the same condition. Hence
the exchange student program between WMU and Keio University has continued for more
than 40 years. It has been the longest exchange program for both universities.

In 1989, Dr. Diether Haenicke, President of WMU, invited Dr. Tadao Ishikawa, President
of Keio University, to play a part in WMU's graduation ceremony to mark the long history
of the relationship between Keio and Western. Dr. Ishikawa visited Kalamazoo and made
an address to alumni at the graduation ceremony. Also he was conferred the title as "Honor-
ary Degree of Public Administration." Their relationship became friendlier, and they agreed
to exchange professors, in addition to students. In 1993, Dr. Haenicke visited Japan and
established a good relationship with Dr. Torii, President of Keio University. At that time,
Dr. Haenicke also visited Dr. Ishikawa and renewed their old friendship.

WMU extended its relationship with Japanese universities by the grace of Keio University.
In 1997, some former exchange students established the "WMU's Friends in Japan En-
dowment Fund" and it raised $103,000. In 2003, more than 20 former exchange students
from Japan participated in a Centennial Anniversary and homecoming. They brought a
letter for Dr. Judith Bailey, President of WMU, from Dr. Anzai, President of Keio Univer-
sity. In addition, they contributed $23,000 to this fund. Many people who had partici-
pated in the first summer program with Yukiko Murakami took part in this trip. By taking
this opportunity, which grew out of the tragic accident that happened 40 years before,
these people continued the bonds of deep friendship that have united both universities.
As aresult, they proposed to set up a monument for Yukiko. The monument was made
possible by the contributions of many supporters. On August 17, 2004, the anniversary of
Yukiko's death, her monument was officially dedicated with a plaque and two cherry trees

in her living memory. At that ceremony, a kind letter from Ms. Michiko Yamamoto, sister
of Yukiko, was read.

Michitoshi Soga, 2005
Translated by Atsuko Takatani
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Dear Dr. Soga and Mrs. Soga
I hope everything is fine with you despite the unusual weather and frightening incidents
around the world.

I would like to thank you and the Japan Club teachers for their kindness.
Also, I apologize that I could not thank you immediately.

I received some pictures of the monument from Mr. Kitagawa. I would like to repeat my
appreciation.

I happened to be at Komoro when I looked at the beautiful moon on August 29, which is
July 15 in the lunar calendar.

That night, I dreamed about my sister. She looked just like she did in the old days and
seemed happy in my dream.

Thanks for your support for establishing the monument; my sister must be happy about it. I
might ask you some more favors in the future; I will certainly appreciate your help.

Sending you my best wishes.
September 13, 2004

Michiko Yamamoto
Translated by Mikiko Iwamoto
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An Interview with Dr. Robert A. Palmatier

Dr. Robert A Palmatier is a retired professor of Linguistics and former chair of Western’s
Linguistic Department. At the time of Ms. Murakami’s accident, he was one of the Western
faculty who taught English to the Keio University summer session group. Now, Dr. Palma-
tier is a person in Kalamazoo who had personal experience with this accident.

Even though the accident occurred in 1962, Dr. Palmatier remembers the accident clearly
because it shocked him. According to Dr. Palmatier, Ms. Murakami was a brilliant student.
She could speak English well and was very friendly not only to peers, but also to all she met
in the Kalamazoo community. She had a good friend, Ms. Kaneko.

During the summer session of 1962, Keio University students were taking classes at Western
Michigan University. Sometimes, they went shopping and attended barbecues at Kalamazoo
residents” homes. Dr. Palmatier told me that it was great spending time with the Keio Uni-
versity students. After those students finished the summer session in Kalamazoo, they were
allowed to visit other places in the United States. Ms. Murakami and Ms. Kaneko decided
to go to Washington D.C. and Philadelphia. On the way back to Kalamazoo, they had an
accident on the Ohio Turnpike near Cleveland. Before leaving from Kalamazoo, Ms. Mu-
rakami and Ms. Kaneko needed to report where they were going; however the manager of
the summer program did not know where they were. Therefore, at the time of the accident,
it was difficult to determine the students’ location.

Dr. Palmatier was asked to go to Ohio where Ms. Kaneko was hospitalized. He went to the
hospital with his colleagues to see Ms. Kaneko. Unfortunately, Ms. Murakami had been
killed instantly on the spot. Dr. Palmatier told me that even though Ms. Kaneko was upset
about what happened to Ms. Murakami, she tried to smile to Dr. Palmatier to show that she
was fine. He was impressed by her behavior because Ms. Kaneko had been sitting next to Ms.
Murakami on the bus, so she must have been quite shocked.

Even though this accident occurred during the Keio University summer program, Western
Michigan University and Keio University relationship became stronger after the accident.
This accident should not be forgotten, and I hope similar accidents will not happen again in

the future.

Interviewed by Mikiko Iwamoto, 2005
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Murakami Memorial

As we entered the decade of the 1960s, Western Michigan University began to look beyond
the western world to other parts of the world. The city of Kalamazoo began its sister-city
relationship with Numazu, Japan; the United States initiated its Peace Corps program and
Western Michigan University, having recently been elevated to the status of a University,
entered into a partnership with the University of Nigeria at Ibaden. A number of young
scholars who had done doctoral studies in the developing nations were recruited as members
of its faculty. Western also established the Institute of Regional Studies.

One of Western’s senior faculty members, Dr. Samuel Clark, went on a Fulbright Fellowship
to Japan. While lecturing at Keio University, he issued an invitation to the President of Keio
University to have its students study at Western Michigan University. They responded.

In the summer of 1962, 66 students, 10 women and 56 men accompanied by three faculty
members, came to Western’s campus for a six-week summer session. Dr. Clark enlisted

the aid of the Division of Field Services and the Institute of Regional Studies to assist in
preparations for the students. Those Japanese students were the first group from an overseas
country to come on to our campus for study. They were housed in residence halls, men in
one and the women in another.

How did they spend their days? They were in a program of language study, lectures on
American society and culture and social activities.

Their mornings were spent in learning conversational English. The afternoons were devoted
to lectures by members of Western’s faculty. The range of topics covered American History;
Geography and Resources of the United States; Thoughts and Beliefs; U.S. Economy and
Politics; American Culture.

In the evenings, the Keio students, who were housed in residence halls, enjoyed mingling
with students in various social activities. On several weekends, they had opportunities for
home stays with Kalamazoo families. There was even a 4th of July beach party at the Lake
Michigan home of Dr. Clark. The six-week program proved to be a rich and valuable experi-

ence for all the students.

As the students dispersed for home, many took advantage of the Greyhound Bus program
which allowed them to travel all over the United States for $99. Two women, Yukiko
Murakami and Sachiko Kaneko went east to New York City. The women wanted to visit
Kalamazoo one more time before returning to Japan.

As the women’s bus neared Cleveland in the early morning hours, the bus driver made a
tragic judgment as he approached a slow moving truck loaded with steel beams. He was too
slow in correcting his passing speed and crashed into the truck. The protruding steel beams

sheared the front of the bus and killed Yukiko outright. Sachiko was injured and hospitalized.

18



Dr. Robert Palmatier, who was the students’ English conversation teacher and Rev. Minoru
Mochizuki, a Presbyterian Campus Minister who assisted in organizing the social part of the
students” program, were asked to go to Cleveland as representatives of the University to give
whatever assistance they could give.

Yukiko Murakami’s death was a horrible blow to both the Japanese and American university
communities. She was not only a student from Keio University but had become a student of

Western Michigan University.

With the realization that Yukiko represented a new reality, Keio University and Western
Michigan University entered into a reciprocal agreement whereby one student from each
school would be able to study at the host university for an entire year. For over 40 years,
many students have been enriched by this exchange.

We acknowledge that Yukiko Murakami, a personable, lovely and accomplished young
woman, will be remembered as a pioneer student, who studied at Western Michigan Univer-
sity during the summer of 1962. A memorial marker rests on the sunny side of Wood Hall
on Western’s campus.

Minoru Mochizuki
June 2011
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Looking to the Future and Remembering the Past:
The Soga Japan Center

In 2006, efforts on both sides of the Pacific Ocean resulted in the estab-
lishment of WMU'’s Michitoshi Soga Japan Center. For more than 35
years, Dr. Soga, a WMU professor emeritus of physics, worked tirelessly
to establish a network of connections in West Michigan. The Center
regularly brings scholars, artists, and writers to campus to give Japan-
related lectures and demonstrations to students, faculty, and the surround-
ing community. In 2009, the Kalamazoo-kai, a group of dedicated WMU alumni and
individuals connected to Kalamazoo, led a fundraising effort that netted over $150,000

for the Center’s endowment thus enabling the Center to continue to engage the community.
Also in 2009, with the help of a Japan Outreach Initiative grant, the Center increased efforts
in community outreach — especially into the K-12 school system.

The Center is interdisciplinary and is charged with connecting faculty and students from
avariety of disciplines, who are involved in the study of Japan or who work with Japanese
scholars, present at conferences in Japan, or conduct research in Japan. WMU now boasts a
Japanese Studies faculty deeper and richer than that found at most peer institutions. WMU
also has faculty who are not Japan specialists but who do extensive work with Japan in fields
ranging from Art to Nursing to Nuclear Physics.

The Center devotes considerable energy to students. The Center supports creative cur-
ricular development, as well as extra-curricular activities that enrich students’ understand-
ing of Japan. The Center’s support was instrumental in helping to create the new Japanese

Language major, which will begin in fall 2012.

The Center also serves as the nexus between the University and the Japan-related business
community in western Michigan as well as the general public in Kalamazoo. By forming
these kinds official ties, and simultaneously forging new ties to scholars and professional
Japan experts around the world, the Center seeks to generate productive perspectives for the
understanding of Japan and the changing global context.

All of this -- the student support, the faculty initiatives, and the community outreach -- is

in many ways the outcome of the bonds that were created 50 years ago following the tragic
death of Ms. Murakami. It was then that a commitment was made between WMU, mem-
bers of the Kalamazoo community, and our friends in Japan to build a lasting relationship of
mutual understanding between Japan and the US. The Center is the wonderful fruit born
of those efforts. And it is my hope that it will serve to carry forth the hopes and vision of
those who went before us.

Stephen G. Covell, Ph.D.
Director, Michitoshi Soga Japan Center / Mary Meader (Associate)
Professor of Comparative Religion, Western Michigan University
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Next to the plaque for Ms. Yukiko Murakami is a plaque for the late
Ms. Masami Otsuka who transfered to WMU to major in economics
after graduation from St. Margaret’s Junior College.
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A Half Century
Yukihiko Kitagawa (1962 Study Abroad Student)

From within my half-century relationship with WMU and Kalamazoo, I write here about
two weeks in August 1962 and my experience following the March 11,2011 earthquake.
(Those items that I did not personally experience are marked with an *.)

1962 August 17 (Friday)—In the evening, as I was making ready to stay at the YMCA in
Kalamazoo, I was told about “the accident.” Thanks to the kindness of Dr. Miller,
I was put up in the Oaklands, the official residence of the university president.
*Senichiro Nakajima hurried to the site of the accident on the Ohio Turnpike and
served as a witness.

1962 August 18 (Saturday)—I flew from Kalamazoo to Cleveland.

1962 August 19 (Sunday)—21 (Tuesday) —Together with representatives from WMU,
two faculty from Keio, and three female students, Shunsuke Hatanaka and I
participated in Yuki’s wake. Hatanaka and I stayed at a motel near the hospital
where we received visitors from Japan and the U.S.

1962 August 22 (Wednesday) —Hatanaka and I left Cleveland. I returned with Mr. and
Mrs. Boughton to Kalamazoo in their car. We arrived home in the evening. Mr.
and Mrs. Boughton talked to me about their memories of Yuki the whole way home.

1962 August 23 ('Thursday)—I left Kalamazoo for Chicago.

1962 August 24 (Friday) —*Reverend Mochizuki led a memorial service at WMU that was

attended by many students and area residents.

1962 August 31 (Friday)—1I returned to Japan and went straight from Haneda airport to
the Murakami home. I expressed my condolences to her parents and her younger
sister, Michiko.

1963 *WMU began accepting Murakami Scholarship Students from Keio University.

1973 *Keio University began to accept WMU exchange students.

2011 March 11 (Friday)—Following news of the earthquake, many WMU students and
area residents began a fund raising campaign to help the survivors.

2011 April 15 (Friday)—Two WMU female exchange students attending Keio University
announced that they wished to continue their studies at Keio despite consistent

rumors about the possibility of radiation poisoning.

Today I truly feel the power of the bonds of a half-century.
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The Murakami Scholarship and the Kalamazoo-kai
Kalamazoo-kai, Chair of the Board of Directors
Eiji Oshima (1969-71 Study Abroad Student)

It has been almost 50 years since the Murakami Scholarship was created through the good-
will of WMU that came about through the grief felt over Yukiko Murakami’s tragic accident
in 1962. I was a recipient in the scholarship’s seventh year. I left Keio University for WMU
in August of 1969 in the midst of the intense student movement. As far as academics went,
I relied on WMU’s American-style grand size and was able to transfer 90 credit hours from
Keio. I then somehow managed to cram in 50 credit hours over the next two semesters and
graduated in the spring of 1970. At the time there were only 6 or 7 students from Japan.
Professor Emeritus of Physics, Dr. Soga, who had come to WMU in 1968, would gather
everyone together and warmly, openly take care of us all as though we were family. Among
those who gathered together then was my future wife, Kiyoko.

In those days, you were only allowed to take around $400 out of Japan. The Murakami
Scholarship covered room, board and tuition, but that still left me with barely $40 a month
to pay for textbooks, some meals and other things. It was thanks to my roommates that I
was able to fully enjoy my life as a student. Tim Munger, who invited me to his home to cel-
ebrate my first Halloween, today remains a close friend. It made me happy that his mother,
Vera, treated me like one of her own children. Later, when Kiyoko began to visit with me,
she became attached to her, too. Our children were born at the hospital in Flint where Vera
worked and for several months we lived with “Grandma Vera” What’s more, as my son grew
up he spent a number of years in Kalamazoo. My relationship with not only WMU and
Kalamazoo, but also Michigan, spans two generations and is deep.

In Japan, after some time, with the members who went to Western in 1962 serving as the
beginning, the Murakami Scholarship recipients increased in number and eventually formed
the WMU Exchange Student Gathering (also known as the Keio-WMU-kai). As time
passed, the number of exchange students from Rikkyo, Ritsumeikan, Josai, and elsewhere
began to increase and those who had lived in Kalamazoo also joined in. Now the group

has transformed into a mutual friendship group and has been named the “Kalamazoo-kai.”
It has almost 600 members. The Kalamazoo-kai has no membership fee and is a very free
and open group. Yet, it has been very active in a number of fields, such as fund raising for
the Soga Japan Center, which was begun to honor the long service of Dr. Soga, or holding
gatherings for Dr. and Mrs. Soga and for WMU faculty and students when they visit Japan.
It is my hope that the Kalamazoo-kai will carry on the will of Yukiko Murakami and serve to
strengthen grassroots exchange between Japan and the US.
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Murakami Memorial Scholarship and Me
Shunichi Fujishima (1971-72 Study Abroad Student)

I have turned 61 years old this year. The one year I was at WMU is arithmetically one over
sixty-one. However, it weighs more than a quarter in my life.

In spring 1971, exactly 40 years ago, as I saw a poster on campus announcing a study-in-the-
U.S. program, I went to see a professor of English, whom I admired most, seeking consulta-
tion. Taking his advice, I took the screening test and was selected. It was only when I went to
see the professor to report my acceptance that I learned that he had been one of the escort-
ing staff for the Keio students who studied at WMU in the summer 1962. It was Dr. Susumu
Suzuki, who passed away in 2007.

I am thankful to the Murakami Memorial Scholarship. Following are bullet points
(due to space limitation) of the reasons why:

e Learned American history and cultures in the U.S.
e Appeared on local TV program in Kalamazoo (WKZO) to promote

an international festival
e Made many friends, most of whom I am still in communication with

e Met Dr. and Mrs. Soga
e Joined Sony and was asked to move to U.S. Headquarters in New York as soon as
five years later. My experiences at WMU must have accounted for the promotion.

Out of thankfulness, when Dr. and Mrs. Soga visited Japan, I started to organize reunion
parties for people related with WMU and Kalamazoo. This was the beginning of Kalamazoo
Kai (Association). Below is the verse of the song we sing together at such gatherings:

Kalamazoo in Our Heart — Lyrics by Shunichi Fujishima

1) When we get together once a year or two
We talk about Kalamazoo
It’s known for paper, food, medicine and education
Students from many nations

2) Though the times were different when each of us was there
We have a lot that we share
Memories we cherish of the city of the Mall
Apre live and vivid for us all

3) Since the 1960s, they have lived in Kazoo
They are parents for us, too
Our thanks for their guidance will never be over
Dr. and Mrs. Soga

4) When you're having fun, like an arrow time flies
Closing is near we realize
“Goodbye and Sayonara,” greetings we exchange

“Until the day we meet again!”
27



{FEK (IRYE 41 JBREE 1~ (1991-924E#%%)

WMU Tl Z L7 H 2 26050 2 N204E, 4 THIMEITITH=E
FTOHEDY, BETEREZLDOL, FOIZBWE TENAT
< D,

HARTOEKRE LIERHE LT ®8Rs, mAlke LT, &B
LW B O Tdh o 7o,

YIFDEHEZ R THRD E, ToMD AAEZHOTHTLRSE->TWVDLHDIEN
D, B54e), BIEELE L CWEgGE NI Rmnigroiznt LV nm, —
AftEEZARKANCHEHEZT- L, L0 HAENLN -7,

JRE L TRZ2R<, NHRKOT7 U oh—L LTI 2 & o7, BFEIR, 555
REBEMRRE L TR > TLESTZDOEN, FIZLIZE->TnDH 2 L
[XWVDO2 9 H DT, 20000E0T A U I KEiEEEZ, REWKRES, ke,
Z L C00 14 FE DO KRBT RO Z ENZENT A Y B ETHIEL TRA S &V
AEEAHEY Z LM TX, BEELTWARTE. ETREW LTSS D L
DIRVMEHRTE,

ZL T, BFEOHE, 200050 OMNETEEZIEZ TND, ROV HR— VIR
fEo T, MO L & HIHEMOMEAEZERT 25 2 LIk oTWDHDE, )
DRI R DT IEEREED & Z AR T2, IMEABRE —Fa2 8% 5 - T
LAHIZ LTV,

Mayuko Shimizu (1991-92 Study Abroad Student)

It has been almost 20 years since I spent time at WMU. Even now, in the back of my mind, I can
see the path to my classroom and I can still recall the food at the cafeteria right down to how it
smelled.

It was a time that was completely different from my everyday life in Japan. It was one powerful,
memorable moment after another.

When I'look at the pictures from back then they are filled with nothing but carefree smiles.
While I may not have reached the goal I set out with, namely to improve my English, I made life-
long friends. And, more than anything else, I greatly expanded my horizons.

Soon after my return to Japan I began to work as an announcer for NHK. For several years my

life took me in a direction far distant from English and an international environment. But then
my wish was fulfilled and I was asked to cover the 2000 U.S. Presidential elections and was sent

to the Democratic and Republican national conventions, and, in 2001 the Presidential Inaugu-

ration. I am certain that I would never have had this opportunity if not for my time studying

abroad.

And now, this summer, for the first time in 20 years, I will be living abroad again. In conjunc-
tion with my husband’s transfer to Singapore, my 3-year-old daughter and I will begin life in the
South. Without hesitation, I enrolled my daughter in an English-language preschool. I am look-
ing forward to beginning my second act of life abroad, this time with my daughter.
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Masako Shimizu (2003-04 Study Abroad Student)

It was just one year. The length of any year is the same but the density is totally different.
That is what I felt after completing my study abroad. The year I studied abroad was truly rich.

My first experience of dorm life... group work with local students... international parties...
while studying in my major areas of marketing and advertising, I also took classes in my art
minor where I threw ceramics on the pottery wheel, developed photos ... It was a year of

studying hard and of playing hard.

I still keep in touch, in real time, through social networks with the friends I made on study
abroad. I work for a Japanese advertising company now where I focus on creating advertise-
ments aimed at Asian markets. Nevertheless, because I was able to meet people from many
countries, the experiences gained through study abroad play an important role in my work
today, whether it is in understanding life as lived by the peoples of different locales, picking

up local information, or meeting with people I met when I visit their countries on business.

What'’s more, the year of my study abroad was WMU’s 100th Anniversary and many of

those who had studied here before me came to WMU to visit. I was able to meet Dr. Soga
and people from across generations. My world was greatly expanded and no longer limited
to views on nationality or generation. I am full of gratitude for the invaluable treasure that

is the experience I have had that was made possible by the Murakami Scholarship.
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Tsubasa Miki (2010-11 Study Abroad Student)

I chose to study abroad to study English but also because I believed it was necessary for my
future career. As my goal was to become a lawyer specializing in international law, I thought
it would be best to actually be in country to study American business, law and culture.
There were many different options at Keio for study abroad exchange sites. I chose Western
Michigan University for the obvious fact that it offered the courses I wanted to take, but the
fact that there was a scholarship was also very influential.

While I was studying at WMU I mostly took courses related to law. At first I could hardly
understand a thing and my friends helped me read the textbooks. I studied harder than I
had ever studied before and slowly came to understand the material. In the end I received an
“A” in all of my classes. When I returned to Japan I surprised myself by being more outgoing
than before I had studied abroad and found myself striking up conversations with foreign ex-
change students at Keio. I want to keep that attitude going forward. Every day I look ahead
and think of how I might be able to harness the short but pivotal experience at WMU for
the future.
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Nathan Michon (2004-05 Study Abroad Student)

After arriving in Japan, my Japanese was barely conversant and I struggled
to get by, but somehow after one year at Keio University, some of my
Japanese friends thought I was fluent when I returned. It may be because
of all the technical vocabulary and academic phrases they taught us in the
Keio language program. Even if my friends soon found out I wasn’t quite
fluent in Japanese, the education at Keio was invaluable and I am greatly
indebted to the program.

P_'-..
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Although I no longer live in Japan, I continue to meet Japanese people and they are often
shocked at how much I understand. The language skills help me to easily build bridges with
the Japanese people I meet in America and I hope this, in turn, allows me to make their stay
here more comfortable. It is only a small way to repay all the great acts of kindness showered
upon me while in Japan. I still reminisce with fond memories of my time at Keio and I ap-
preciate, even more now, the extent to which the generous sum of the scholarship supported
my livelihood while in Japan. My time at Keio University may slip ever deeper in to the past,
but the experience is a treasure for which I will always remain truly grateful.
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Eric Mendes (2009-10 Study Abroad Student)

The ways in which Keio University changed my life are innumerable. In
my year there I experienced a level of concentrated and consistent joy

that will be difficult for me to match over the rest of my life. My greatest
friends, fiercest rivals, most respected mentors, and most helpful colleagues
came out of, or played a significant role in my time at Keio. The experi-
ences I had there changed me forever, made me into a better and happier
person, and for that I will always be grateful.

Had I not been gifted the Keio Murakami Scholarship I am unsure whether I would have
been able to study in Japan. I would have lost the experiences, knowledge, and support that
allowed me to grow both personally and academically. I cannot imagine where I would be
today had I not been chosen to study at one of Japan’s finest universities. I know that this
scholarship came out of a tragedy. What happened 50 years ago is more than any family
should have to bear, and more than enough to have broken the bond between Keio and
Western Michigan University. I am happy, however, tragedy was not allowed to follow
tragedy, that from this incident the bonds between the universities were strengthened, and a
scholarship was created. This scholarship has enriched my life and allowed me to teach oth-
ers about Japan in a variety of ways.

My time at Keio also helped me get into a master’s program at University of Hawaii, where I
will work to one day become a university professor. Even though this scholarship has roots

in tragedy, it has brought me great joy and prosperity, and I know that the same will be true

of all students who are awarded this scholarship in the future. Thank you very much for the
opportunity to have studied at Keio University; it was a gift that will never be forgotten.
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Study Abroad Students in 1962 and 1963
and Keio University Murakami Scholarship Recipients

19624F ¥°#7L (1962 Study Abroad Students from Keio University)

L BT Z T Abe Koji

20 FHITHERR oo Aikawa Masayo

ST N L = OO Fukazawa Tadao

O N/ ¢ OO Funaki Hirosuke

5. B TETE oo Fuyuki Shosuke

B. FIEL TETE oo Hagihara Masamitsu

T FKED BE oo Hagino Ryuzo

8. HHF AZBAT oo Hatanaka Shunsuke

0. T T Hirano Yasushi
ORI NG =5 D = O Kuge (Iwata) Sekiko
| R = o < Ino (Kaneko) Sachiko
12. A FRAS) BT e Ishikawa (Matumoto) Toshiko
130 FETH JFIA oo sssns e sssenseneeons Kadota Teruhisa
LA B T s Kaneda Tadayuki
15, HIE T oo Kato Kazumaro
L6 AT BRI s Kawamura Toyosumi
L7, T2 BN oo sssssnsessssonns Kawanabe Yoshihisa
18. BRI FEEZ s Kikuchi Hiroyuki
LO. AU SEEZ oo Kitagawa Yukihiko
20, AT BETE oo Kitamura Shigenori
21 IR TEHEE e Kobayashi Hideo
22, JIRTEIBE ... Kobayashi Michiaki
23, IINE TR oo Kojima Tatsuo
i = O Kondo Michiko
2 T 0 = I 7 = OO Kozuki Fukuo
26. BHFBFHD TET oo Kuramochi (Furuhata) Eiko
2T TR TEAT oo Kuramoto Hiroyuki
28, WEF EIZ oo Kuroda Katsuhiko
29, B M5 oo Kuroda Takanori
IO i A QT ) 1= OO Makino (Sakai) Michiko
Gl B Y 1 = =S5O Matsumura Masahiko
B2, TH I oo Minami Takeshi
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B8 T T e Mitani Takeaki

B4, FYH FRAH oo Miyagi Yoshiaki
B8, T B s Mizutani Kinichi
ST Sl = 5 e OO Murakami Yukiko*
I T 1 I (= SO Murata Shuichi
TS TG = = OO Nagai Noboru
B9, PRI TR s Naito Etsuji
A0. HUERS B oo Nakajima Isao
A1, HE E B oo Nakajima Senichiro
A2, HIFS IR s Nakamura Ryota
A3, HIHR TERD e Nakane Masaki
A4, TR B oo Narita Satoshi
A5, R TETE oo Okamoto Mitsuhisa
T i 22 N OO Okamoto Taichi
AT RIS T e Omura Kohei
A8. YT BRI oo Sakai Koetsu
49, JEARIR BEBH ....ooooeeeeoeeeeeeee e Sasaki Seimei
BO. AERE B oo Sato Takashi
51, ZRH BARZ oo Shibata Akihiko
YL 1 & =T OO Shibata Masahiro
53, F S FEIRED oo Shimamura Kenjiro
B4, BULT SEZE s Someya Yukitaka
55, ZHIRT A oo Suzaki Osamu
56. FOAR JEME .oooooeeeeeee e Suzuki Shigeo
57. MU GRE) BT oo Toyama (Morishima) Takeko
YT B Ny N (=3O Tsuchimoto Daisaku
59, FHF BHTR oo Ueno Asao
B0. LA T Uyetani Tatsuya
B 1. FBEA BT T Ukai Shigeyuki
B2, LU T cooooooeeeeeee s Yamada Tsutomu
B3, LU BB ....oooeeeeeeee e Yamauchi Hideo
B4, HITR FEZF oo Yanagisawa Katsutoshi
65. ZZH (FARE) JE T oo Yasuda (Nishimura) Michiko
B6. FTH MEZS ......oooeeeeeeee e Yoshida Yorinobu

66 % DAL 2 NDOTEEHE. LR 7, SR . N EELHE, A &
MR LT,

The 66 students were escorted by two faculty of English, Mr. Sorin Kitamura,
Mr. Susumu Suzuki, as well as Mr. Takashi Ishii, public relations liaison.
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19634F %77 (1963 Study Abroad Students from Keio University)

L T T et Akutagawa Jun
20 ] T s Hayakawa Hiroshi
3. T AEN oo Ikeda Yoshito
A, IR FEEIRE oo sssssssss s Kato Takayasu
5. BT TRIR oo Kikuchi Tatsuo
B. AR B IZ e Kinoshita Katsuyuki
CAA NS = A G 1) i Kogure (Mikami) Yoshiko
8. FHTF MHZ et Minamitani Haruyuki
0. R I e Mori Kazuko
LO. FJIT B e Nakagawa Goichi
L1 AIZH B Nakasu Ryohei
12, V&I TETE oo Ochiai Masahiro
130 BEAF B s Okumura Shinya
LA, L T o Sakurai Isao
15, B T T s Takamiya Toshiyuki
16, FHHT JIVIZ oo Tanaka Hiroyuki
17, BELTGEIZR) T, Yokoyama (Takagi) Chie
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B I $E 2% (Keio University Murakami Scholarship recipients)

1.(1963-64) LI GERDIEZE ..o Yamada (Fujimura) Naomi

2.(1964-65) TKEF FEAL ..vvoooeoeeeeveeeeeeeeeeveeeee e Nagano Hiroki

3.(1965-66) R HAIK oo Takahashi Akiyo

4.(1966-67) (A Z8F oo Ito (Nakamura) Kyoko

5.(1967-68) ILIZR TH ..oooooeoeeeeeeeeeee e Yamamoto Hisashi

6.(1968-69) it (FRAHD GFF oo Hata (Okuda) Keiko

7.(1969-T0) KMG TE - oooooroevevereeeesessmsmssss e Oshima Eiji

8.(1970-71) Bl (=) FHZE T o Miyazaki (Mikame) Yumiko

9.(1971-7T2) BRI B s Fujishima Shunichi
10.(1972-73) AT ATET oo Yoshioka (Takeuchi) Kumiko
11.C1973-T4) RILTABIT oo Oyama Shunsuke
12.(1974-75) Goodwin (FaAf) FREFE ..cccoooooooooe Goodwin (Nishimura) Chiemi
13.(1975-76) P CFUD FHZEF e Hirayama (Uyama) Yumiko
14.(1976-77) B GEE) A s Shindo (Harikae) Keiko
15.(1977-78) K GERL) BF eovvveeveeeeeeennnnnssnnns Matsui (Hasumi) Yoshiko
16.(1977-78) HREE ATETL ..o Hattori Kumie
17.(1978-79) KIR BEZE .ooooooeeeeeeeee oo Osawa Harumi
18.(1978-79) 15/ CEND M T covveeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeee Yukimitsu (Ishikawa) Tsugiko
19.(1979-80) FHIE T eoeereeeeeeeveessssssseseseesssssssssssssessessssssssssssss e Miyaji Hisako
20.(1980-81) TFHI FUTE .occovrsrrsersnscessoesessisssssssssssssss s Yoshida Seibi
21.(1981-82) /R BRI .....oovvoooeee s Sato Noritsugu
22.(1982-83) AL (BEH) ETTA oo Kanemaru (Momoi) Mieko
23.(1983-84) & (HIH) THE oo Nagao (Tanaka) Chiho
24.(1984-85) MTHY () B T Takeno (Kanda) Fumiko
25.(1986-87) JHIEF FEH .....ooeeeeeeee e Kawasaki Tatsuo
26.(1987-88) MR T T] .ooveooeeeeeeee e Yamazaki Hiroshi
27.(1988-8DTHIM FETT ovvvvvveeveecveeeeeeeenmmmnssssss e Urade Takayuki
28.(1989-90) 48 YA coovvvroreeeeeiiesimnms s Kim Myoung Soo
29.(1990-9IDTAAR FE T .oooooeeeeeeee e Kawamoto Hanako
30.(1991-92) FEIK (FrH) IR T oo Shimizu (Ishii) Mayuko
31.(1992-93) /N AAEE oot Ogawa Yukari
32.(1993-94) Vanhaeche GE#E) FT...oorvvvvoeceeeeeeeeee. Vanhaeche (Endo) Junko
33.(1994-95) T Bl oo Nishida Atsushi
34.(1995-96) ST FI—B ..o Toriumi Junichiro
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35.(1996-97) KEF HIATEE oo Ono Yukie

36.(1997-98) FIREDE BB .oooeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeee e lijima Taro
37.(1998-9D) HEAH BUR....oooresersrrrserssmns s sssss s Shiaku Rie
38.(1999-2000) /NG5 HIER ..oovvveoeeeeeeeseeee s Kojima Fumitaka
39.(2000-01) /I BT oo seesssssssessnssesnens Koami Yoko
30.(2001-02)ZZHH FHcvvoovveeeeeeeeeeeee e Yasuda Makoto
41.(2002-03) F[E FFLK coooooeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e Dozono Harue
42.(2003-04) FETK HE T oooooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeseeeesee s Shimizu Masako
43.(2004-05) FFAT HTER oo Teramura Chie
44.(2005-06) /INSF BEED ..ooooeeeeeeeeeeveeeeeeeeeeseesee s Kotera Tomoaki
45.(2006-07) T AR ... Sakai Shinsuke
46.(2007-08)JEME FELG .. Inomata Akiyo
47.(2008-09) G TH T hoooooieeeeee s Imanishi Shinya
48.(2009-10) HE B BH oo Hira Yuichiro
49.(2010-11) AR B e Miki Tsubasa
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W MU Murakami Scholarship Recipients

LOTBTA) e John Wunsch
LOTA-TE) e Nicholas WanderMeulen
LOTE-TO) oot Janet (Mochizuki) Hulce
LOTO-TT) et Jan Reahm
LOTT T8 e Clifford Anderson
LOTB-T9) e Sandra (Mainey) Yamamoto
L1979-80) oo Anne (Harper) Kubota
LTOBO-81) oottt Eileen Echerle
LOBT-82) ottt sttt Joan Rishel
LTOB2-83) et Willam VanAlstine
LTO83-84) .ot John Szczepanski
LOBA-85) oottt Thomas Zuhl
LTOBDE-86) ..ottt Lisa Irwin
LO8BB-87) oottt Amy Dickenson
LO8BT-88) .ottt sttt Sharon Begin
LTOB8B-8O) .ottt Kevin Estes
1989-90) .o Tamara (Taylor) Matsui
1990791 e Todd Schmidt
199 1-92) ettt Laurel Tjapkes
1992-93) ..o Jason Ferguson
LOOB-94) .ot Robert Safransksi
1994-95) oot Susan Coates
LOO95-96) ettt Kristy Mulloy
LOOG-97) et Charles Ganansia
LOOT-98) ...t Jason Toman
1998-99) ...ttt Jason Danley
1999-2000) ... Duane Wyrick
2000-01) oot seesseees st sssean Stephanie Koh
2001-02) oo Brandon Doyle
2002-03) oottt ettt Joseph Foerster
2003-04) oo Kenneth Michalak
2004-05) et Nathaniel Michon
2005-00) ..ottt Jason Stiglitz
200607 ) ettt David Ashworth
2007 -08) ..ot ess st sss s Rodger Swan
2008-09) ..o Janelle Garchow
2009-T0) ottt een Eric Mendes
20T0-T1) e Mary Margaret Barbuto
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Reference Materials

1962FELIBEDWMU, H 7~ A —L OGO L, FrtOEEHIFE L B S
nNTWs, Zhb0EEHT, By St X —IRBESRLTW A,

The history of the exchange with WMU and Kalamazoo is written in the following documents.
These documents are stored at the Soga Japan Center.

Gl
Materials included in this booklet:

[HoFHRoA) 1B 19634£8 H 17H
“Yukko Chan:” A Collection of Memorial Essays. August 17, 1963.

News Magazine of Western Michigan University. Winter 1962.
[Keio University, Tokyo comes to Western] 19624 45

(ZDIT &b LI FAEDIE] FERFH196344H 15H
“The Death of a Study Abroad Student Who Lit the Light of Love.” Sankei Newspaper.
April 15, 1963.

[ REOTOEG BE - NOBELH <] —HHH . 196344 24 H
“The Goodwill of Town in another Country: One Student is Invited Each Year,” Mita
Newspaper. April 24, 1963.

[ SRR 2R BB LA SRR S A (BER) | PEREHTRE BHAN384E6 H 14 H
“Yuki’s Scholarship: First Recipient Ms. Fujimura (Keio University).” Sankei
Newspaper. June 14, 1963.

[(Tx2 2 IV RFOA)NRE] T EHE—
“President Ishikawa at Western Michigan University.”Mita Hyoron. February 1990.

TWMU & D7zt B4y i = HEFR. 20044231 %
“Exchange with WMU?” by Tatsuya Uyetani. Mita Hyoron. March 2004.

Y N B — DI -
Additional materials available at the Soga Japan Center:

[ TG~ X—=DADLNE TaXa] FFELAEXTWD, | FEERHRE 1962459
H26H

“Yukiko lives on in the hearts of the people of Kalamazoo.” Sankei Newspaper.
September 26, 1962.
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[ 2Dl B L A2z TRlanLEF 4 FERCHTR. 1964526 H4 H

“Yuki’s Town: A Memorial Scholarship that Overcomes Sadness.” Sankei Newspaper.
June 4, 1964.

[ Banished from California; Discovered a World| by Minoru Mochizuki ( FAFAS)
20074

(G LD - R b OFBEORESR | S E#E, Bt itk (RAFA) 2009
F12H10H
“From Far Away: The History of our Family” by Michitoshi Soga and Ryoko Soga.
Nanpusha. December 10, 2009.

(IR, T~ A—=LWMU] Ry =Ml 200946 H =
“Kafu, Kalamazoo, and WMU” by Eiji Oshima. Mita Hyoron. June 2009.

[ TEEEO#] —=F% =3 - AF U TAS0FEICEE LT IE% 4 20114F6 A

““The Bonds of Goodwill’: On the Occasion of the 50th Memorial for Yukiko
Murakami” by Takashi Yodono. June 2011.

Z OB R
Other Materials
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FANE [WoZbrAl LV, R EHFATFIADKANE

Written by a friend of Yukiko Murakami and quoted from the memorial book "Yukko Chan"

7
g ¥

.7 2

I shall become an autumn butterfly
And dance in the skies of a foreign land

Translation by Jeffrey Angles
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TR 420 TA VY T— EHERT AV D ERE RO FHK
Tokyo, August 22, 1962.

Dear Mr. Murakami :

Mrs. Reischauer and [ wish to express our deep sympathy to you
and Mrs. Murakami on the loss of your daughter Yukiko during her

summer study visit to the United States.

Those of us who have ourselves studied abroad and who have
children across the seas know intimately the fear of distant accidents to
those we love and yet we can only admire young people like your
daughter, who adventure abroad to grow and to seck their own means

of contributing to hetter understanding among the peoples of the world.
Very sincerely yorus,

A A A

Edwin O. Reischauer

Mr. Hajime Murakami,
7-4, 2-chome,
Kojimachi, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo.
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COVER PICTURE

These smiling students were typical of the Jap-
anese students who spent six weeks on the
campus this past summer, winning the hearts
of the Kalamazoo people. They, perhaps, found
us somewhat incomprehensible.

PresipeEnT's CoRNER

$2.000,000 More

N INCREASE in operating

funds of approximately two mil-
lion dollars is being asked by Western
Michigan University of the Michigan
legislature for the 1963-64 fiscal year.
This request is based on the Univer-
sity’s best judoments as to the monies
nesded if we are to fulfill Western’s
assigned role of educating the youth
of Michigan. The operating problems
of Western stem
largely from its
dramatic growth
over the past ten
years. During the
period from 1952
to 1962, Western
§ has added to its
annual enroll-
ment 5,969 stu-
i dents, or an in-
Dr. Millar crease of 168 per
cent. This is phe-
nomenal growth
over a relatively short period of time
and has served to tax the facilities
and the staff of the University to
the utmost.

Since 1935, the operating cost per
student of the University has increas-
ed $102 or 18 per cent. At the same
time, faculty salaries throughout the
country have risen 43 per cent.
While annual appropriations have
increased, they have failed to keep
pace with the rising cost of higher
education. Rather than gaining
ground, Western has been losing
financial support on a per capita
basis at a time when the demands
plced upom it have been ever-
increasing.

Western has consistently maintain-
ed one of the lowest operating costs
per student in the state. Certainly
there is every reason for the Univer-
sity to continue to review its opera-
tions to preserve the economical use
of funds at its disposal. Its size, com-
plexity, and diversity, however, are
such that funds of more realistic

{Continued on Page 23)
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Keio University, Tokyo,

ORE THAN 5400 air miles is

an impressive distance for any
student to come to Western Mich-
igan University, But when 66 stu-
dents and three faculty members
cover such a span, it becomes an
cvent of major significance.

Such was the case last summer

when a group from Keio University
of Tokyo, Japan, attended a special
seminar on American Civilization
from June 23 ta August 4, Keio (pro-
nounced (KEAY-oh) has an enroll-
ment of some 20,000 sudents on
four campuses within the city of
Tokyo. It has been co-educational
since the end of World War I1.

Plans for the unique program were
inaugurated more than a year ago
when Dir. Samue] [ Clark, a member
of WMU's political science depart-
ment, was in Japan as a lecturer for
a semester. Upon his return to Kal-
amazoo, Dr. Clark enlisted the aid
af the Division of Field Services and
the Institute of Regional Studies to
assist in preparations for the Japanese
visitors.,

After months of planning, final
arrangements were mapped out with
the assistance of university and gov-
ernment officials from both countries,

Comes to Weslern

Summer Seminar Is Success

In Developing Understanding

On June 23 the program got under
way when the ten women and 59
men arrived on Western's campus.

The students were housed in uni-
versity residence halls the women
in French Hall, the men in Hoekje
Hall. Although cach had & Japanese
roomimate, their room zssipnments
were mixed with those of American
students to encourage East-West
friendships.

Soon after their arrival, the Jap-
anese visitors plunged ints a whirl
af classes, tours and social activities,
During the six weeks, the group fol-
lowed a strenuous academic and
social schedule. Classes in Conver-
sational English were held each
weekday from 8:30 to 10 am. The
instruction was supplemented by
movies showing American tourist
attractions.

Afternoons were devoted to a ser-

ies of lectures on American Civiliza-
tion given by WMU professors. The
range of topics covered American
History, Geography and Resources
of the U8, Social Life, Thought
and Conviction, Cultural Life, the
American Economy and Politics, The
series was culminated by Fresident
James W. Miller's discussion of “The
Genius of American  Politics” on
August 3,

Bvening activides were varied,
They inchuded attendance at campus
musical concerts, a special perform-
ance of the Summer Session play,
drive-in movies and a mixer dance
with summer school students, A
popular weekly feature was an in-
formal "evening at home"” with the
family of the Rev. Minoru Mochi-
zuki, Presbyterian campus minister,

Many special events were sched-
uled during the seminar. On June
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27 the group visited Lansing for a
tour of the state capitol and a per-
sonal visit with Governer John
Swainsen. Independence Day was
celebrated with a traditional Amer-
ican picnie at the Clark Estate on
Lake Michigan near South Hawven.
The itinerary also included trps to
Detroit for wvisits with Japanese-
American families and a tour of the
Ford Motor Company.

In the Kalamazoo area the Far
East visitors towred the Upjohn
Company, visited the new Art Cen-
ter building and spent an afterncon
at a nearby farm. Each member of
the group was given the oppornumity
to spend week-ends as puests of
families in Kalamazoo, Ann Arber,
Detroit, Holland and many other
cities in the southern Michigan area.

Other highlights of the seminar
were two events held in the Univer-
sity Student Center ballroom—a
Japan Festival on July 24 and a
farewell dinoer on August 3. The
festival, staged by the Keio students
in their traditdonal kimonos, [eatured
colored slides of typical Japaness
scenes, folk songs and dances. An
audience of more than 350 students,
faculty and Kalamazoo residents at-
tenvded the unuswal program.

The farewell dinner feted WMU

The Rev. Minors Mochiniki

faculty and staff members who as
sisted in the seminar program. It was
highlighted by the presentation of
Certificates of Achievement to cach
of the Keio University students by
President Miller. .

-On August 4 the Japanese visitors
left Western Michigan's campus for
tours of other parts of the country
before returning home. Many of
them scheduled stops at Niagara
Falls; New York City, Boston, Wash-
ington, DG, the Grand Canyon,
Los Angeles, San Francisco and Seat-
tle. A few planned extended stays in
the 11 5. until early December.

Prior to their departure, Dr. Clark
asked the Keio group to complete
questionnaires giving their impres-
gions of the seminar, the university
and the community. An analysis of
the evaluation forms by Dr. Clark's
stall was ealightening, amusing and
samgwhat confusing.

Comments on the English Conver-
sation clases revealed that mest of
the Japanese students felt the instruc-
tion was good and the training help-
ful. Many, however, indicated a pre-
ference for learning English by actual
conversation with American students
and faculty members in round table
discussions. Some expressed the view
that the mowvies of American scencs
were too elementary to be effective,
although they enjoyed seeing pictures
of other parts of the country.

WML's dormitory  accommoda-
tions rated as 'very satisfactory” by
nearly all the visitors. The only draw-
back, as one student explained it
“Everything was nice but squeaking
bed.” One or two indicated a pre-
ference for tub baths instead of
showers. Several indicated a desire
for  American roommates. As one
phrased it, “. . . to live with native
American for learning English and
American civilization.”

In most instances, American food
rated high with the Kewo University
students. Their evaluation sheets list-
ed ice cream as the overwhelming
favorite, followed by hamburgers,

. chicken and a few speeial desserts.

Under least-liked American foods,

the Japanese listed hot dogs, catmeal,
“buttered milk” and one vehement

vote against pizzas. American ver-
sions of Japanese and Chinese dishes
were abo given an Oriental thumbs
down, Some had difficulty appreciat-
ing steak, although one endorsed the
entire range of menus by stating,
“Everything I like. I have gained
weight since I come here.”

At the opposite extreme was the
comment, “T couldn’t find any food
which suit or make me enjoy my
tongue.”

The question of too much or too
little social life prompted a few of
the more durable visitors to state
they felt that there could have been
more. Most, however, agreed it was
adequate, bul preferred fewer plan-
ned activities. Semething may have
been missing, according te one stu-

dent wha said, *. . . but T wanted to
be associated with more boys. I'm a
girl.”

The Japanese were high, in their
praise of all the people they had met
on the WMU campus and in Kal-
ATMAZO0.

“They almost alt are (dendly, kind
and bave warm hearts.” Other com-
ments followed a similar wein: “T
don’t know hew to say thanks to the
people of Kalamazoo. | will never
forget their kindness.”

One peint which seemed to amuse
the Japanese was the average Amer-
ican’s lack of knowledge about Jap-
an, As one student pointed out,
", . . almost all Amencan people,
including teachers, do not know
Japan at all. Present complicated
Japan doesn’t consist of only tea cere-
mony or flower arrangement.”

A few of the answers remain some-
what perplexing to Dr. Clark and his
staff. In answer to the guestion of
whether the students had changed
their views of the US.A. and its
people since coming to WMU, a
Keio visiter stated, T think United
States is young, however she is hope-
ful. American people are trying to
know Japan. This fact has made me
pleasant.™

Equally puzzling was the comment
offered in answer to the query about
the most amusing incident during
their stay.

“It's the road race which operated
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Koio University is located In Tekyo, with it student body of mere
tharm 20000 divided between four campuses. The contamparary

in front of our university.” Dr. Clark
believes the visitor was describing the
Soap Box derby conducted on West
Michigan Avenue in July.

Distances and highway facilities
seemed to impress the [apanese,
Many reported astonishment at see-
ing so many highways in Michigan.
Others noted ‘that ™. . . the T1.5.A
is more widespread that I had
imagined."

Undoubtedly the warm welcome
which the visitors received at the
university and in Kalamazoo ereated
many lasting friendships. One young
Japanese summed it up for his fellow
students when he wrote, "Kalamazoo
will be my second home town for-
ever."

Another who had difficulty ex-

2 5K

pressimg himself said, “Kalamazooers
are enough kind to us to be surprised
beyond imagination.”

Following their stay in Kdlamazos,
the stdents left for travel visits
throughout the United States for the
remainder of the summer, planning
on returning home in the fall. Some
even made plans for extended stays
in the United States.

Although there are no immediate
plans for another seminar, Dr. Clark
and WMU officials agree that future
programs of this type would be a
giant step toward greater world har.
mony. They are unanimous in their
hope that more foreign visitors may
be “surprised beyond imagination™
by the kindness of Western Michigan
University and Kalamazoo, o

design of its buildings i evi
many WU buildings.

fram thess picturet, not unliks

Tragedy Ends Venture

Tragedy marked the post-seminar
activities of the. Keio University
group. On August 17 while returning
to Kalamazoo for a brief visit with
friends, Miss Yukike Murakami was
killed in the cracth of a Greyhound
bus and a steel truck on the Ohio
Turnpike near Cleveland. Her com-
panion, Miss Sachiko Kaneke, was
severely imjured.

The girls were returning from a
visit to Washington, D.C, and the
Japanese embassy there when the
accident occurred.

Special memorial services for Miss
Murakami were held in Eanley
Chapel August 24, conducted by
Rev. Mochizuki.
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President Ishikawa at Western Michigan University.” Mita Hyoron. February 1990.
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“Exchange with WMU? by Tatsuya Uyetani. Mita Hyoron. March 2004.
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This booklet was published in 2005 with the cooperation of the following people and

revised in 2011. (Honorifics were omitted and names are in random order)
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The following people contributed to the making of the 2005 version:

Michiko Yamamoto Ms. Yukiko Murakami’s younger sister.

Minoru Mochizuki Emeritus in General Studies and Campus Minister,
WMU.

June Mochizuki Emeritus in Counseling Center, WMU.

Robert Palmatier Emeritus in Linguistics, WMU.

Yukihiko Kitagawa Former Keio University student who participated in

the1962 Summer School of WMU with
Ms. Yukiko Murakami.

Shunichi Fujishima Former exchange student from Keio University.
Recipient of Yukiko Murakami scholarship (1971-72)

Mikiko Iwamoto Transfer student from St. Margaret’s Jr. College.
Recipient of Masami Otsuka scholarship (2003)

Atsuko Takatani WMU student, graduate from Keio University.

Robert & Etsuko Dlouhy  Faculty, Specialist in Linguistics, WMU and spouse.
Michitoshi & Ryoko Soga  Emeritus in Physics, WMU and spouse.
Diether H. Haenicke Institute for Global Education, WMU
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In addition to the people in 2005, the following people contributed to the making of the
2011 version, 50th Anniversary Edition:

Stephen Covell

Eiji Oshima

Michiko Yoshimoto
Mayuko Shimizu (Ishii)
Masako Shimizu
Tsubasa Miki

Jane Blyth Warren
Claire Plunkett

Aoi Yamanaka

Director of Soga Japan Center, Chair of
Department of Comparative Religion, WMU
Chair of the Board of Directors of Kalamazoo-kai,
Former exchange student from Keio University.
Recipient of Murakami Scholarship (1969-70)
Japan outreach coordinator of Soga Japan Center, WMU
Former exchange student from Keio University.
Recipient of Murakami scholarship (1991-92)
Former exchange student from Keio University.
Recipient of Murakami scholarship (2003-04)
Former exchange student from Keio University.
Recipient of Murakami scholarship (2010-11)
Director of Study Abroad and Global Program
Development, WMU

Centers and Institute Intern, Haenicke Institute
for Global Education, WMU

WMU Graduate Assistant, Higher Education and
Student Affairs: Leadership Program
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Location of the Murakami Memorial Plaque near

Wood Hall at Western Michig€@lUniversity.
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This booklet will be archived at WMU
in the Soga Japan Center.





