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September 8, 2006

WMU alumni and affiliated members in Japan are thrilled to be a part of the launching of
Michitoshi Soga Japan Center. On behalf of our members, I would like to express a few

words to add to this wonderful occasion.

As we all know, Dr. Soga’s contributions have extended far beyond the academia. He has
been the mastermind in bridging the cultural and educational exchanges between WMU

and Japan.

All along, while developing cultural exchange opportunities for the WMU community, Dr.
and Mrs. Soga have acted as a mentor to a countless number of Japanese students studying
at WMU. Being a foreign student is a challenging experience, and who knows how many of
us have appreciated their warmth and care when we needed them the most! They have
provided this voluntary support to Japanese students since Dr. Soga arrived as a faculty
member at WMU’s Physics Department in 1968. Such an ongoing, sustained commitment
is a rare commodity indeed. It was their vision and passion that touched us all, which led to

the organization of our alumni group in Japan and kept us going strong until today.

We see the establishment of Japan Center as WMU’s commitment to promote and facilitate
relationships between WMU, the Kalamazoo community, and partner institutions and
alumni groups in Japan. In a bigger sense, it is also a symbol of a collaborative work in
progress between the nations with No.1 and No.2 GDP. Our alumni group is ecstatic about
the news of Japan Center’s launching, which will surely strengthen our ongoing and

mutually beneficial relationship with WMU.

In closing, we would like to express our appreciation and joy for this happy occasion as
well as to recognize Dr. Soga’s hard and dedicated work at WMU in bringing the status of
Japan studies to what it is today. We sincerely hope that the Center brings more
proliferation and expansion to the future of the US. - Japan cultural understandings. Thank

you for your time. And congratulations, Dr. Soga.

Sincerely yours,

Tatsuya Uyetani

President, Kalamazoo-Kai



